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Ti-Tree Water Advisory Committee 
Meeting Minutes 
 
Meeting #5 
Date: 6th December 2017 
Time: 10.30am – 2.30pm 
Venue: Central Desert Regional Council, Conference Room, Ti-Tree 
 
TTWAC Attendees: Bill Low (Chair), Vin Lange, Adam Davis (P&W), Willy Lane, Angela Purvis (proxy for 
Dan Pepperill) 
Observers: Mitch Jones, Ross Purvis, Laurie Price, Stuart Smith (DPIR invited observer), Sarah Cook, Jo 
Clark, Ryan Roxas 
DENR staff: Robbie Henderson, Dale Cobban, Tim Bond, Adrian Tomlinson 
Apologies: John Thompson, Robyn Grey-Gardner, 
Absent: Rodney Baird 
 
1. Welcome & opening matters 
Welcome to meeting #5 provided by Robbie Henderson and Bill Low (Chair), members and observers 
were acknowledged. 
 

 Minutes from TTWAC meeting #4 were tabled and accepted (Vin Lang, Adam Davis). 

 Committee was briefed on the status of new nominations  

 Actions arising from TTWAC #4 were discussed, as per table below: 

 

Action Description Who  Notes 

(a) Action: Improve Zone Map.  
 

DENR Being refined new colours, still 
confirming names 

(b)  Action: Circulate map  
 

DENR Tabled. Mapping team still needs to 
correct names. 

(c) Action: Convey feedback on the 
importance of monitoring  

DENR Completed. Robbie has raised it 
internally.  A requirement of the plan 
will be to develop a detailed 
monitoring plan ( a separate 
document) 

(d)  Action: Attendance of a hydrologist at 
TWAC #5  
 

DENR Completed – Dale Cobban in 
attendance 

 (e)  Action: Model new scenarios 
 

DENR Completed  

(f)  Action: Progress EOI for members. 
Nominations of Mitch Jones, Ross 
Purvis and Sarah Cook are with the 
Minister 

DENR EOI’s received - Ministerial 
appointment process yet to be 
completed.   

(g)  Action: Circulate the draft plan.  
Discussion document is with WAC 
members.   
 

DENR The Draft Plan is being internally 

circulated within DENR as part of the 
approval to release process.  This is 
essential to gain commitments to 
DENR implementation tasks. Robbie 
will circulate the draft to WAC 
members before Christmas  
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2. DENR Policies on Management of Unused Water Entitlements and Trading Licensed Water 
Entitlements 
 

The draft Unused water policy and trade policy were tabled and handed out in hard copy. DENR Planner 
Adrian Tomlinson provided a brief overview of policy intent and contents.  

 The policies are to provide transparency around the decisions of the Controller of Water 
Resources in these areas.  It is also consistent with the Territory Government’s commitment to 
the National Water Initiative.  These two policies are with the Solicitor for the Northern 
Territory and require endorsement by Cabinet.  Feedback from the WAC’s is also being sought. 

 The intention of the Unused Water Policy is to make sure Licensees are fully using their 
allocations for their intended purposes.  The focus is not on situations where there has been 
a good short-term reason for water not being used (e.g. plant disease or rainfall conditions) 
and the allocation is still needed for the approved purpose.  Rather the focus is upon 
recovering water that is not being used or has been obtained for speculative purposes.  The 
Policy will give a transparent and consistent basis for how this is done. 

 The intent of the policy for Trading Licenced Water Entitlements is to provide efficiency and 
maximise use of limited resources and migrate allocations toward optimal uses.  This will 
become increasingly important as resources approach full allocation. 

 Committee member’s comments on how to improve the policies and how they would be 
applied in the Ti Tree WCD are requested.  Written feedback can sent to Robbie directly or to 
Bill Low to collate from the Committee. 

 In the meeting Committee members highlighted the need for clarity on the threshold for what 
would constitute unused water.  It was noted that there is a need for policies and allocation 
planning process to be presented in accessible formats (as well as written policies).  A good 
example is the animation for the Top End allocation process.  While it was noted that potable 
water supply was unable to be traded into the consumptive pool it was queried whether it was 
possible to trade water into the allocation for public water supply from the consumptive pool. 

 CLC suggested that section 4.8 of the Trading Licenced Water Entitlements policy should 
be expanded to include consideration of the need to protect cultural assets. The policy 
currently mentions social and environmental considerations but does not acknowledge 
cultural values.  

 

3. Ti-tree hydrology and water balance presentation 

Dale Cobban presented on the hydrology and water balance.  This was a summary of a presentation 
provided at previous meetings; however it contained more detail regarding previous research, 
monitoring and data collection at Ti-Tree that contributes to current knowledge. The presentation also 
explained the rationale for including ‘regolith recharge’ in the overall recharge estimation. There was 
discussion on: 

 the need for monitoring focused upon answering management questions, addressing 
information deficiencies identified in the groundwater model, and ongoing performance of the 
aquifer system 

 the inclusion of the regolith and why it was not included originally.  Robbie indicated that it was 
not included initially as at that time it was considered appropriate to be conservative.  However 
it had been made clear by the modeller and DENR Water Assessment Team that there is now 
sufficient confidence in the approach used to include regolith water in the calculations of the 
ESY, and that regolith is legitimately ‘additional’ and can contribute to the consumptive pool.  

 
  



 
Ti-Tree Water Advisory Committee – Minutes of Meeting, 6 December 2017 

 
 

Water Resource Planner, Water Resources Division, Department of Environment & Natural Resources 
Arid Zone Research Institute, PO Box 1120, Alice Springs NT 0871, Ph: 8951 9226  

3 

4. Ti-Tree WAP update and presentation:   
   
Robbie delivered a PowerPoint presentation to facilitate discussion about key water allocation plan 
components. This included presentation of the following: 

 Alternative interpretations for ESY (recharge only, and depletion scenarios ranging from 10% to 
47% in 300 years) 

 Updated ESY scenario included regolith recharge 

 The recharge + 30% drawdown  was noted as equivalent to current allocations, new applications 
and the SWR derived from the current pool 

 The recharge + 47% drawdown was noted as equivalent to current allocations, new applications 
and an additional SWR 

 Breakdown of allocations was explained, including the non-variable allocations to the crown 
lease reserve (under an ILUA), public water supply and rural stick and domestic.  

Discussion points: 

 Power and Water had made a suggestion that Estimated Allowable Yield should be used instead 
of or Estimated Sustainable Yield if the consumptive pool was set at a level that would cause 
depletion.  Robbie explained that The Water Act stipulates the term ESY however it is confusing 
as the Water Allocation Planning Framework allows for drawdown within bounds to occur 
within a certain a timeframe, where sustainability normally implies that a system would be 
preserved to an agreed standard in perpetuity.  The options are to use the term ‘allowable’ to 
accurately describe a ‘depletion scenario’ (if adopted), but make this a sub-heading to ESY to 
maintain compliance with the Act. 

 It was queried whether 3,000 ML/year approved through the Indigenous Land Use Agreement is 
flexible. Robbie reported that it was a binding agreement from Government and was not 
flexible.  

 There was discussion around assessment of applications through the licensing process and 
consideration for referral to the Traditional Owners (TO’s).  Robbie presented a framework for a 
schedule that would list GDE’s and cultural sites and prescribed triggers for assessment and 
consideration in license decisions.  The principle of ensuring protection of flows for GDEs and 
cultural sites was broadly accepted by all members.   

 CLC suggested that Traditional Owners should be consulted on significant license applications as 
part of assessing potential impacts to cultural sites. Suggestions included establishing a trigger 
for more thorough consultation as part of assessment process, e.g. based on license volume or 
location.   

 Agreement was not reached on TO consultations. Concern was raised that identifying new 
cultural sites would be problematic for development, for example if investment in infrastructure 
was already made.  

 DENR have confidence in the knowledge shared by TOs and acknowledge the goodwill shown by 
TOs and that the knowledge of TOs as legitimate and valued.  

 Members asked Robbie (DENR planner) on his view about acceptability for a consultation option 
to the Department. Robbie said that he could not provide an official position or speak for the 
controller, but offered the opinion that the Controller seeks clear and objective information 
upon which to make licensing decision within a set timeframe. Water allocation plans provide 
the source of objective information that can support the decision making, hence it is likely that 
the Department would prefer protection sites to be identified in advance, in the plan. However 
it is possible that a schedule of such sites could be continually improved (i.e. acknowledging that 
knowledge of cultural sites and GDEs is not complete or fully recorded at plan commencement). 

 A question was asked as to who must carry the costs and risks associated with developing 
licence applications that ‘at face value’ appeared prospective, but eventually are refused 
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because of risks to sensitive cultural or environmental receptors. The answer to this is the 
developer.  

 The group discussed their preferences around definition of the ESY (i.e. recharge only or 
depletion of a fraction of storage).  The principles around the primacy of protection of GDE’s 
and cultural sites were recognised by the committee.  Committee members presented a range 
of views on the preferred ESY option.  Some members spoke in favour of a recharge only 
approach based on a preference to minimise the risk to the resource and environmental and 
cultural values. One committee member argued for prudence until further information was 
known on the effects of pumping on aquifer salinity and a preference to continue to build 
knowledge about the resource and the effects of pumping on the resource.  Other members 
indicated a preference for some depletion of aquifer storage – these were in part based upon 
the consideration that the large aquifer storage and uncertainties about how much water will be 
taken annually give flexibility to adapt allocations down the track.      

 
5. Next steps in the planning process (Bill Low, Chair)  
 

 The Committee agreed on next steps as follows: Robbie to finalise the draft plan, and circulate 
to the committee with a single recommended ESY (as opposed to presenting a range of 
options). The stakeholders who have participated in the draft development to date but are not 
represented on the Ti-Tree WAC as observers will also receive the draft.  

 

 Committee members’ and observers comments should be provided to Robbie by mid-February 
and the WAC will again meet on 28 February.  Following this meeting the draft would be 
released for public comment. 

 
6. Actions and decisions 
 
The following issues were raised and decisions / actions recorded to address in the next TTWAC 
meeting: 
 
 

 Next meeting: Committee members provide any comments on the draft policies on unused 
water and trading of water entitlements to DENR or Bill and Robbie for inclusion in a Ti tree 
WAC submission. Action: TTWAC members 

 Robbie to circulate a draft plan before Christmas and Committee member’s to provide feedback 
(written submissions) by mid-February. Action: Robbie DENR 

 
 
Arrangements TBC: tentatively scheduled for Tuesday 28 February 10.30 – 2.30pm, Central Desert 
Regional Council, Conference Room, Ti-Tree. The next meeting to focus on submissions received from 
TTWAC members on the draft plan, and the changes to the Plan made by the Department.  


