
Katherine Water Advisory Committee 
Meeting Record 1 

23 February 2017 – 2.00pm 
Conference Room, 32 Giles Street, Katherine 

 
 
 
Members Present 
Marie Piccone Chair 
Liam Golding Proxy for Allister Andrews, Jawoyn Association 
Neal Adamson Department of Defence 
Peter Marks Horticulturalist, Water Extraction Licence Holder 
Peter Rix TFS Corporation, Water Extraction Licence Holder 
Shane Papworth Power and Water Corporation, 
Steven Rose Alderman, Katherine Town Council 
Warren De With Amateur Fisherman’s Association of the NT 
Alison King Aquatic Ecologist, CDU 
Samantha Sing Proxy for Marie Allen, Wardaman IPA 
 
 
Members Absent  
Michael Jerram Tourism Representative 
Charmaine Roth Community member 
Rick Fletcher Northern Land Council 
 
 
Advisors Present 
Gabby Yates Water Planner, DENR 
 
Observers 
Jolene Challis Minutes, DENR 
  



1. Opening and Member Introductions   Marie Piccone (Chair) 
 

• The Chair introduced the Committee and spoke about each member having 
been appointed to represent industry, community and Northern Territory 
interests.  

• Members each introduced themselves, giving an overview of their 
backgrounds and interest in water allocation planning in the Katherine Region. 

• Gabby Yates presented information about water allocation planning in the 
Territory as well as the Plan Area and the role of a Water Advisory Committee 
to provide advice and recommendations of the implementation, review and 
development of a Water Allocation Plan. 

 
2. Terms of Reference and Project Plan   Gabby Yates (DENR) 
 
The Committee discussed the Terms of Reference. 
Points of Discussion: 

• The Chair emphasised the importance of creating a safe space for our 
meetings where members can openly discuss the issues.  

• It was noted that Committee members have been appointed on the basis of 
their capacity to represent key stakeholder groups and community interests. 

• It was noted that viewpoints will not be attributed by name in meeting minutes 
and that Committee members should avoid attributing comments to members 
when they are discussing the business of meetings with their broader 
stakeholder group. 

• The Media Spokesperson for the Committee is the Chair. Any media enquiries 
should be directed to the Chair or to Gabby Yates. Committee Members 
should not represent the views of the Committee or speak to the media as a 
Committee Member – that is the job of the Chair. 

• Proxies or Members should be present at each meeting, shouldn’t have both 
in attendance at the same meeting. It is preferable that the proxy is the same 
person each time so that there is more continuity in the representation.  

 
The Committee discussed the Project Plan. 

• The Project Plan has two phases.  
o Phase One is for the implementation of the Plan. The objectives during 

this time focus on the Katherine Water Advisory Committee learning 
about the water resources in their region as well as how these are 
managed and how the Department is currently meeting the 
management objectives set out by the Plan. 

o Phase Two is for the review of the Plan and development of a new 
Plan for when the current Plan expires in August 2019. 

 
 
 
 
 



Points of Discussion: 

• The Committee generally thought that the Project Plan scheduled Committee 
activities effectively however some members thought that there should be at 
least one extra Committee meeting before May so that the Committee can 
learn more before the Annual Announced Allocation and the Katherine Water 
Forum.  

• Committee members emphasised that learning is really important during 
Phase One, and the Committee needs to meet frequently enough to learn 
effectively together. 
 

Members requested that a Communication Plan is also drafted. Ideas included: 

• Media Releases 
• Committee members present on the role of the Committee at the Katherine 

Water Forum and publicise the Work Plan 
• Committee members like the Katherine Water Forum 
• Maintaining the DENR website 
• Publishing meeting minutes on the DENR website 
• Members communicate with the people that they represent on the Committee 
• Present at Jawoyn Association AGM 
• Present to Wardaman IPA representatives who would like more information or 

who would like to contribute to water planning in the region 
• One Committee member emphasised the importance of making sure 

Communication activities were tailored to the needs and interest of the 
Community. 

 
ACTION ITEM: Draft a short Communications Plan (Gabby Yates) 
 
3. Water Allocation Planning and Viewpoints  Gabby Yates (DENR) 
 
Gabby Yates provided each Committee member with a copy of the Water Allocation 
Plan for the Tindall Limestone Aquifer, Katherine along with a Background Briefing 
document. 
Questions and Points of Discussion: 

• The Plan area covers all of the Tindall Limestone Aquifer that is within the 
surface water catchment of the Katherine River. 

• Committee members asked whether surface water and groundwater are both 
covered by the Plan. The Plan only covers groundwater of the Tindall 
Limestone Aquifer, Katherine but it does take into account the inherent 
connections between the surface water and groundwater system in 
determining the rules for allocating and managing groundwater. The 
Committee noted that in the future it would be good to have both surface 
water and groundwater managed together by the Plan, with allocation rules 
for both surface water and groundwater. 

• There was a question about whether Managed Aquifer Recharge was being 
investigated in the Katherine Region. There is a feasibility study happening at 
the moment. It was noted that the Committee would like some information 
about this. 



• One Committee member raised the issue that the volume of the Consumptive 
Pool allocated to stock and domestic and other small volume groundwater 
uses is approaching full allocation meaning that when it is fully allocated, the 
Controller may refuse to grant new bore construction permits for stock and 
domestic bores in the Tindall Limestone Aquifer, Katherine. This has 
implications for water supply options for further rural subdivision on land 
overlying the Tindall Limestone Aquifer, Katherine i.e. instead of relying on 
access to groundwater, future rural subdivision may be reliant on rainwater 
tanks or may need to investigate alternatives such as reticulated town water 
supply. 

o The Committee discussed whether this is something that could be 
addressed during Plan implementation 

o The Committee agreed that they were not yet in a position to have an 
informed discussion about the issue 

o Any discussion has to focus on the best outcomes for the community 
and stakeholders in the Tindall Limestone Aquifer, Katherine, not on 
individual development applications. 

o Committee members noted that changing the Water Allocation Plan at 
this stage is a very serious matter and that the new plan was declared 
until 2019 on the basis of consultation that occurred during the mid-
term review of the Plan (which including increasing the volume of water 
available for stock and domestic uses. 

o Some members were surprised to find that the Plan nominated a limit 
to stock and domestic water entitlements,  

o Some members suggested that domestic groundwater use should be 
metered. The Committee sought clarification about how domestic use 
could be required to be metered. 

o One Committee member asked for the results of the Volunteer 
Metering Program previously conducted in the Katherine Region (a few 
years ago) 

• A Committee Member noted that there has only been one trade of licenced 
groundwater entitlements in the Tindall Limestone Aquifer, Katherine. 
Committee members would like to learn more about the trading mechanisms 
under the Plan and case-studies from other areas to think about why there 
has been limited uptake of trade. 

• A Committee Member asked about whether anything has been actioned 
under the ‘use it or lose it policy’. Licences issued since 2013 include ‘use it or 
lose it’ conditions. Last year, some licence holders received letters advising 
them that they were underutilising their licenced water entitlements. May 2017 
marks the date when the first 3 consecutive year period ends and licence 
holders will be questioned about their underutilisation. It was noted that most 
licences in the Tindall Limestone Aquifer, Katherine have older licence 
conditions on them and they will be re-issued in the future to ensure they have 
consistent licence conditions with other licences in the Territory. 

• A Committee member asked about the status of proposed amendments to the 
Water Act so that water use for mining and petroleum activities is no longer 
exempt. A Committee member also asked whether the Katherine Water 



Advisory Committee would make a joint submission to the Scientific Inquiry 
into Hydraulic Fracturing in the Northern Territory. The Committee requested 
clarification about the likelihood of petroleum and gas activities within the Plan 
area as well as whether making a submission would come under the Terms of 
Reference for the Committee.  

• Committee members noted that the Community has an ongoing concern 
about the detection of PFAS in the Tindall Limestone Aquifer, Katherine. One 
Committee member suggested that it would be useful for the 
Intergovernmental Working Group on Fire Fighting Chemicals to present an 
update on this issue to KWAC. 

• The Chair informed the Committee that she had recently received a letter from 
the CEO of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources along with 
the DENR Strategic Indigenous Reserves Policy Discussion Paper. The 
Committee requested further information about their role in the consultation, 
as well as whether the Water Allocation Plan for the Tindall Limestone 
Aquifer, Katherine will also include a Strategic Indigenous Reserve in the 
future. 

• Committee requested that Gabby Yates provides a summary of the plan 
objectives, strategies and performance indicators along with monitoring 
information for each one at the next meeting and that this be revisited at each 
meeting to help the Committee learn about how the Plan works. 

• Department of Defence stated that they would begin reporting the 
groundwater usage on the Tindal RAAF Base that does not require a licence 
under a previous arrangement between the Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources and the Department of Defence. 

• The Committee also requested presentations about hydrogeology of the 
Tindall Limestone Aquifer and water resource modelling used in allocating 
water in the aquifer. 

URGENT ACTION ITEM: Inform KWAC about consultation on the DENR Strategic 
Indigenous Reserves Policy Discussion Paper, including how they will be consulted  
(Gabby Yates) 
 
Information/ Presentations for Future Meeting 

• Provide some further info about Managed Aquifer Recharge/ Conjunctive 
Water Use Feasibility Study 

• Provide clarification on potential petroleum and gas activities within the Water 
Allocation Plan Area 

• Provide information about stock and domestic water requirements in the 
Katherine Region 

• Presentation from PFAS taskforce 
• Hydrogeology and water resource assessment in the Plan area 

• Water Monitoring in the Plan Area 

 
Meeting Closed 4:30 pm 
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