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1 Introduction 

The aim of the Container Deposit Scheme (CDS) is to minimise litter and environmental pollution through 
the recovery, re-use and recycling of beverage containers. This is made possible by providing 
communities throughout the Territory, as far as practicable, with access to facilities for the collection of 
empty containers and redemption of the 10 cent deposit for regulated containers. 

The CDS is administered by the NT Environmental Protection Authority (NT EPA) and the activities are 
regulated under the Environment Protection (Beverage Containers and Plastic Bags) Act (in force at 30 
June 2014) (the Act).  

The program provides funding for the purchase of infrastructure to assist with establishing CDS 
collection depots or collection points throughout the Northern Territory.  

A Collection Depot is a facility for collecting and handling regulated containers. It is required to pay the 
refund amount of 10 cents per container to the person or business that delivered it to the depot. To 
operate a Collection Depot you must hold an approval to operate issued by the NT EPA. To operate 
without this approval is an offence under the Act.  

A Collection Point may be a premise or facility, such as a school or sporting club at which containers 
are collected / aggregated to raise funds for the organisation. The organisation then takes the collection 
of donated containers to an approved Collection Depot to collect the refunds.  

 

2 Amount Available 

Up to $30 000 is available. Higher levels of funding may be considered where projects can demonstrate 
exceptional benefits to the community. 

3 Eligibility 

The grant is available to incorporated organisations that wish to acquire infrastructure for a collection 
depot or collection point in the Northern Territory for the benefit of the Northern Territory. Examples of 
organisations that are eligible are:  

 

 Private enterprise businesses 

 Incorporated non-profit organisations – including Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander 
organisations, registered charities or incorporated associations 

 Territory education institutions and training providers 

 Committees established by legislation 

 Industry bodies or associations 

 Cooperatives 

 Local government. 

Further, to be eligible your business or organisation must:  

 Not retain un-acquitted funding from previous NT EPA or NT Government Grants where the 
acquittal due date (including any extensions) have expired. If there are any issues with an 
existing grant, contact the Grants Manager on (08) 8924 4002 

http://notes.nt.gov.au/dcm/legislat/legislat.nsf/linkreference/ENVIRONMENT%20PROTECTION%20(BEVERAGE%20CONTAINERS%20AND%20PLASTIC%20BAGS)%20ACT
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4 Application Process 

To lodge an application your organisation needs to be registered with the online grants management 
system called Grants Tracker. To create an account or to login visit the Grants Tracker Portal. If you are 
unsure whether your organisation is already registered or have forgotten your password please contact 
the Grants Manager on (08) 8924 4002.  

As there is no technical support outside office hours and weekends it is prudent to organise your logon 
details as soon as possible.  

Applications must be submitted by 12 November 2018 

Applications must be entered and have a submitted status by 12 November 2018 to be considered for 
funding. It is recommended that you begin your application as soon as possible so that any problems 
can be addressed before the cut-off date. After the cut-off date all applications will be reviewed 
competitively by an assessment panel against the assessment criteria. Recommendations for funding 
will be made to the Department of Environment and Natural Resources.  

5 What is expected 

DENR encourages eligible businesses and organisations within the community to participate in the CDS 
through its CDS Infrastructure Grants Program. The program provides funding for the purchase of 
infrastructure to assist with establishing CDS collection depots or collection points throughout the 
Northern Territory (NT). Whether applying for a depot or a collection point you will need to demonstrate 
in your application that you have planned out how your operation will run. 

5.1 Things to consider when applying for a collection depot 

Some of the information you will need to include in your application is included in the below dot points, 
however the information you provide should not be limited to these: 

 who you expect will bring approved containers to your depot 

 how the depot will be accessed by the public  

 how you will manage the depot on site 

 how you will provide the 10 cent refund for the approved containers to individuals and businesses 
that have supplied them to you 

 how you will store, handle and transport the containers. 

NOTE: that to operate a Collection Depot, you must first submit an application to do so. Further 
information can be found at the NT EPA website here.  

5.2 Things to consider when applying for a collection point 

Some of the information you will need to include in your application is included in the below dot points, 
however the information you provide should not be limited to these: 

 who you expect will donate containers to your collection point  

 if you are intending to collect the containers, how you would do it 

 how you will access a Collection Depot to redeem the $0.10 refund for the approved containers  

 how you will manage you Collection Point 

 how the containers will be stored, handled and transported. 

https://grantstracker.nt.gov.au/GT8/Portal/anon.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fGT8%2fPortal%2f
https://ntepa.nt.gov.au/container-deposits/industry-information-and-approvals
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5.3 How grant funding can be used 

Below are some examples on how grant funds can be used: 

 The purchase of balers, bins, bags, cages, shipping or other types of containers, fencing and 
security equipment (e.g. chains and padlocks), concrete slabs, signs, roadways, trailers and built 
structures (e.g. shed, administration office) 

 Labour/ salaries for the installation of infrastructure and transport of infrastructure to site are 
eligible 

Grant funding cannot be used for operational costs, such as on-going labour/salaries or service bills (e.g. 
electricity). Funds will not be granted retrospectively (i.e. if you have already spent the money before 
application or granting of funds). 

6 Assessment Criteria 

All applications will be assessed by an assessment panel against the same assessment criteria. 
Assessment will also take into account whether previous grants awarded to the organisation have been 
fully acquitted. To maximise your chances of success the following assessment criteria should be taken 
into account when preparing your application: 

1. Degree to which the infrastructure proposed will promote the efficient and effective participation 
of community members in the CDS. 

2. Degree to which infrastructure proposed will create long-term facilities for expanded waste 
management service provision and which will permanently improve the feasibility and practicality 
of collection of recyclable materials in the community. 

3. Degree to which the proposal will increase access to litter reduction and recycling facilities for 
people living in the region. 

4. Likelihood of the proposed project leading to local employment opportunities, including for 
Indigenous people. 

5. Degree to which the proposed project addresses inequitable provision of services and 
infrastructure to communities and targets disadvantaged communities or groups. 

6. Degree to which applicant has demonstrated a commitment to the project through business 
planning and financial contribution. 


