May 2018

HOT TOPICS
Celebrating our network

HAPPY 40TH LIVINGSTONE VBB
Livingstone VBB recently turned 40. To celebrate, the brigade put on a great show at their headquarters.
The afternoon was filled with fun, food, games and music.
40 years is an incredibly long time to be of service to the community, and this is not without thanks to all of
its members past and present. Happy birthday LVBB, and thank you for the immense support over the years.

BUSHFIRES COUNCIL
The Bushfires Council met recently in Darwin. Several presentations were made by members, including regional
reports from across the NT, Bureau of Meteorology and a seasonal outlook for the Top End and Savanna fire seasons.
During the meeting, Chairs of the Arnhem and Vernon Arafura Regional Committees signed off on their respective
Regional Plans. Congratulations!
This meeting also provided Darwin staff with the opportunity to demonstrate the 3D Fire Simulation model
developed by Rohan Fisher from the Darwin Centre for Bushfire Research. These simulations have been used to
guide planning meetings in the Savanna region. They will also be used as an educational tool throughout the 2018
show circuit.
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BEMS UPDATE
Development of the Bushfire Emergency Management
System is continuing and we expect that it will be
launched in July. BEMS will provide many benefits and
will improve the way we do business. A key benefit
will be the vastly improved level of information
available to volunteers attending fires, along with much
better ability to record the work and contributions
that volunteers provide. A minor delay to BEMS’
introduction came about because the ability for the
system to work when out of mobile range did not meet
our requirements. As a result we have commissioned
development of a much more robust offline capacity.
This has delayed the project by up to 8 weeks, but
the upside is that we will now have the best offline
technology available.

Ipad Interface for BEMS

With mitigation burning being well and truly underway in the Top End, it was decided to delay the launch of BEMS
until the new offline interface is completed. We will then reassess how the fire season is progressing and determine
what level of roll-out and training is practical in conjunction with the peak of the fire season. We will keep everyone
informed as soon as decisions are made.
In other BEMS news, the iPad devices with all the appropriate accessories are about to arrive; these will be set up
with all the appropriate software ready for delivery to brigades when the offline interface is completed. Steele is
also working hard on developing a real time fire incident map that will allow the public to access information about
current fires – this will be similar to the Fires Near Me app used by the RFS in NSW.
Anyone who hasn’t yet seen BEMS in action is welcome to arrange a demonstration with Steele Davies, contact him
on 89 22 08 37.

Permit to Burn Board for BEMS
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REDUCING FIRE RISK FOR COMMUNITIES IN
CENTRAL AUSTRALIA
For the past 12 months, Bushfires NT Alice Springs’,
Tamara Rolph, has been developing a Community Fire
Management program for Indigenous communities in
remote Central Australia. The primary objective of this
program was to build and maintain relationships with
Regional Councils and NGO’s who were responsible
for fire management in these communities, improve
current fire management practices, and develop Fire
Management Plans for the communities.
2017 was a busy year, working with Community
Service Managers to produce 72 plans. During these
community visits, it gave BFNT a fantastic opportunity
to identify individual community concerns and develop
strategies that would strengthen capacity & resilience.
With certain communities having residents that had
recently undertaken their FF1 training with Bushfires
NT under the Community Development Program
(CDP), Tamara realised that this was an ‘untapped
resource’ that could be utilised to undertake fire
mitigation activities and respond to wildfires within
their community. With this in mind, Attijere was the
first mitigation burn undertaken with assistance from
CDP and Central Land Council Rangers. The burn was
a success as it reduced the overall fire risk in the area
while enabling the community to take ownership of
fire management and gain confidence in the safe use of
fire. This program was later repeated in Ali Curung.
2018 has seen the Community Fire Management
program take another step forward, assisting Central
Desert Regional Councils newly appointed Fire
Management Officer, Simon Cheers, with the delivery
of a Community Fire Preparedness training package
for all CDP participants in remote areas. There are two
stages of the training:
1. The first phase touches on basic fire knowledge,
fire behaviour, resources & equipment within
community and safety.
2. The second phase involves Simon and Tamara
returning to reaffirm the phase 1 learnings, the
importance of planning with the final practical
lesson carrying out cool burns to reduce fuel loads
and promote regeneration of bush foods.
As the year progresses, it is anticipated the delivery
of this training will continue throughout all Regional
Council communities.
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MITIGATION UPDATE FOR CENTRAL AUSTRALIA

Mitigation works are in full swing in Central Australia
with the commencement of the 2018 Aerial Burning
Program with Bushfires NT supporting Umbeara,
Erldunda and Victory Downs Stations. The mitigation
program’s focus is on building fire management
capacity and includes pastoralists, the Central Land
Council, traditional elders, Parks and Wildlife, the
Volunteer Bushfire Brigade, Regional Councils and
community members. The success of the program
relies heavily on collaboration between Bushfires NT
and stakeholders targeting areas identified as high risk.
The south western corner near Uluru, and the Simpson
and Plenty region near the Queensland border are
areas of higher risk due to above average rainfalls
resulting in higher growths of buffel and spinifex
grasses increasing fuel loads. Bushfires NT are working
closely with stakeholders in the regions to implement
fire mitigation and management plans and are offering
training to pastoralists and aboriginal ranger groups.
CLC rangers will shortly begin working with Pastoral
Stations assisting with planned burns to strengthen
fire management and prevention of wildfire on stations
and aboriginal land. Bushfires NT recently attended
the Waru Committee meeting facilitated by CLC at
Mutitjulu discussing fire management planning for
2018/2019 and will shortly commence assisting the
APY Lands with their aerial burn program.
Bushfires NT attended the south region fire planning
meeting with Parks and Wildlife and will continue
to support them on a number of mitigation works
including the Aerial Burning Program at the Davenport
Ranges.

The Alice Springs Volunteer Bushfire Brigade continues
to work tirelessly supporting local community events
and will soon commence road side burning in the Fire
Protection Zone. Bushfires NT would like to thank the
brigade volunteers for their ongoing commitment to
reduce the threat of wildfires in their region.
The community fire management program continues
with Regional Councils reviewing the 2017/2018
community fire management plans while continuing
to develop new partnerships. The Central Desert
Regional Council with assistance from BFNT has built
a new training program that focuses on essential
wildfire response and mitigation works for community
residents to participate in. Part of this training and
collaboration with communities will help educate the
importance of fire within the area.
Mitigation burns are also underway in the Barkly
region with a combined effect from the TCVBB,
Central Land Council Rangers Tennant Creek, Central
Land Council Rangers Ti Tree and NTFRS volunteers.
Mitigation burns were carried out on the Tennant
Creek town boundary to mitigate from the threat of
wildfires entering properties close to Tennant Creek.
Overall, the burns have been successful to date with
the crews working well together.
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ASVBB APPRECIATION
EVENT
Alice Springs VBB recently had its appreciation
event for the Central Australian fire season. As you
can see from the photos, it was very well attended
by the brigade. This was the perfect occasion for
Acting Executive Director, Andrew Turner, to present
ASVBB with the Perpetual Trophy for Best Community
Engagement.
As with every other year, Alice Springs VBB has been
heavily involved in a number of community events.
They provide support to the Finke Desert Race, The
Alice Springs Show and a number of other community
events throughout the year.
Great Work!

TOP END FIRE SEASON
APPROACHES
All brigades have completed their annual general
meetings, resulting in seven new captains.
Brigades and staff have met over the wet season to
discuss changes to the Act and planned mitigation with
brigades now busy undertaking mitigation planned
burns throughout the region. There have been a couple
of breaks due to windy conditions however brigades
are making the most of the cooler evenings and
overnight dews.
Aerial Prescribed Burning commenced in the first week
of May and will continue through May as weather
permits.
The May Day long weekend saw the start of many
wildfires in the central Vernon Arafura region, with
some of these fires requiring response over a couple of
days, especially in the Dam catchment area.
Overall strategic mitigations works throughout the
region are progressing well.

TENNANT CREEK VBB ON
THE LOOKOUT FOR MORE
VOLUNTEERS
Tennant Creek Volunteer Bushfire Brigade has been
attending Saturday morning markets recently in an
effort to sign up new volunteers. So far, the markets
have also served as an opportunity to have a chat
to some of the locals and inform the public about
Bushfires NT and the work of the brigade.

Captain, Ngaire Donald with TC1
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FF1 NT training participants from the Alice Springs Course on 28 + 29 April 2018

TRAINING, TRAINING, TRAINING
Training Officer, Wendy has been (still is) out and about delivering necessary training to volunteers and
land managers across the NT. Wendy has covered thousands of kilometres in the interest of ensuring our
volunteer network has received adequate training in time for mitigation and suppression activities.
A great deal of time and planning is required to plan, undertake and acquit each training course, and this
responsibility falls on the shoulders of only a very few (mostly Wendy’s). Keep up the great work!

NT PARKS AND WILDLIFE JUNIOR RANGER DAY
Bushfires NT and NT Parks and Wildlife have been working together to develop a bushfire safety and
awareness module as part of the Junior Ranger Program. After months of planning, the Junior Rangers
recently visited Bushfires NT at the Winnellie office for a day of great day of bushfire education.
Over 40 kids (plus parents) spent the morning working with Bushfires NT staff and volunteers learning about
some of the work we do. The kids were split into three groups, and took turns learning about fire behaviour,
fire risks, the roles of volunteers, some of the tools and equipment used by firefighters. The Junior Rangers
were also treated to a fire table display and the ignition of some incendiaries.
All-in-all the day was a great success. Thank you to George Low and Cindy Holden (BSVBB), Steele and Conan
for making the day possible.
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The Big Cook-Off At
KVBB HQ

ing
16/06/18 Saturday even
Kicks off at 5.30pm

Bring your pre-cooked dish in the Camp
Oven that is supplied for you. It will be kept
warm while we have Sunset Drinks & fun
for the kids.
Cook what you like:
Curry, stew, damper, spaghetti, seafood
marinara, roast beef/lamb/goat or maybe
some sort of “sweets”. Your Choice, Your
Favourite, Your Best.
Let us know what you are cooking though,
so we don’t end up with 12 different
dampers.
Salads/vegies as needed, will be supplied.
RSVP by 10/06/2018 so that finer details
can be set in place for your enjoyment.
Contact Leisa & have a chat for more info.
leisaconn1@gmail.com
0407 917 161

